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Interpretation of Bible Prophecy                                                                                                        Literal Method of Interpretation versus the Allegorical Method of Interpretation
According to the American Heritage Dictionary (AHD) the terms “allegory” and “literal” are defined as follows:  

 al·le·go·ry n., pl. al·le·go·ries. 1.a. A literary, dramatic, or pictorial device in which characters and events stand for abstract ideas, principles, or forces, so that the literal sense has or suggests a parallel, deeper symbolic sense.

 lit·er·al adj. Abbr. lit. 1. Being in accordance with, conforming to, or upholding the exact or primary meaning of a word or words. 

Allegorical Method of Interpretation Do not confuse the allegorical method of interpretation with the process of interpreting symbols, types, and metaphors. The focus here is on the method of interpretation. The allegorical method of interpretation give words a deeper meaning, meaning(s) that go beyond their ordinary literal definition especially in light of grammatical and historical considerations. According to Bernard Ramm “Allegorism is the method of interpreting a literary text that regards the literal sense as the vehicle for a secondary, more spiritual and more profound sense.” With the allegorical method historical importance could either be denied or ignored and the emphasis is placed entirely on a secondary sense so that the original words or events have little or no significance. Ramm goes on to explain that the allegorical method of interpretation “spiritualizes” passages to the point of opening the door to almost uncontrolled speculation and imagination. For example, after reading a passage in Revelation the instructor asks each student to look for “profound” meanings behind the words in the text. The instructor also adds “there is no right or wrong answers; one answer is just as good as another; what’s important is what does the passage mean to you.” This is an example of allegorical method of interpretation.

Literal Method of Interpretation In direct contrast to the allegorical method of interpretation stands the literal or grammatical-historical method. Bernard Ramm states “The literal method of interpretation is that method that gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage, whether employed in writing, speaking or thinking.” It is also called the grammatical-historical method to emphasize the fact that the meaning is to be determined by both grammatical and historical considerations. The student is not allowed to search for some profound truth when it ignores grammatical and historical considerations. The literal approach is based on exegesis, a critical explanation or analysis of a text which “draws out of the text” the author’s intended meaning in light of historical considerations. In contrast to exegesis is eisegesis which “draws into the text” the interpreter’s own ideas of truth that either add to or take away from the author’s intended meaning. For example, eisegesis will draw the molecule-to-man Darwinian evolution theory into the Genesis 1-2 text in an attempt to gain insight into man’s origins. Yet, Genesis 1-2 reveals absolutely nothing about the molecule-to-man Darwinian evolution theory. Taken literally, Genesis 1-2 does reveal to the reader that Adam was created from the dust of the earth, not born of a woman. Thus, the literalist may wonder if Adam had a navel or not. The Darwinian evolutionist would see that as preposterous. Our study of Revelation will employ the literal method of interpretation based on exegesis, not eisegesis.

Figurative Language and the Literal Method What about figurative language? Revelation is full of figures, types, metaphors, idioms and symbols. The first problem facing the interpreter is that of determining when the language is literal and when it is figurative (i.e., symbolic or metaphorical). Let’s first define figurative as found in the American Heritage Dictionary:

fig·u·ra·tive adj. Abbr. fig. 1.a. Based on or making use of figures of speech; metaphorical: figurative language. b. Containing many figures of speech; ornate. 2. Represented by a figure or resemblance; symbolic or emblematic. 

A simple rule to follow in determining what is literal and what is figurative or symbolic is given, as follows: “If the literal meaning of any word or expression makes good sense in its connection, it is literal; but if the literal meaning does not make good sense, it is figurative.” For example, consider the woman described in Rev 12:1-2 as clothed in the sun, moon under her feet, and twelve stars on her head. Is this woman a literal woman or is she figurative? She is obviously figurative of something or someone. Since the immediate text does not reveal her identity, then maybe her identity is revealed somewhere else in scripture! In fact, there is a passage in Genesis that gives a huge hint. Gen 37:9 NKJV  "Then he Joseph dreamed still another dream and told it to his 11 brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me." {10} So he told it to his father Jacob and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?"" Jacob himself understands Joseph’s dream as referring to him, his wife and sons (or to the nation Israel). By using the Bible as its own commentary it gives a huge clue that the “woman” in Revelation 12 is in fact symbolic of Israel. Symbols are numerous throughout Revelation. See many examples of the use of symbols in Revelation in Dr. Walvoord’s book The Revelation of Jesus Christ on page 29.
Studying the Bible in Context  What is wrong with taking verses out of context?  It's important to study Bible passages and stories within their context. Taking verses out of context leads to all kinds of error and misunderstanding. Understanding context begins with four principles: 
1.  literal meaning (what it says),             
2.  historical setting (the events of the story, to whom is it addressed, and how it was understood at that time),  
3.  grammar (the immediate sentence and paragraph within which a word or phrase is found), 

4.  synthesis (comparing it with other parts of Scripture for a fuller meaning). 
Context is crucial to biblical exegesis in that it is one of its most important fundamentals. After we account for the literal, historical, and grammatical nature of a passage, we must then focus on the outline and structure of the book, then the chapter, then the paragraph. All of these things refer to "context." To illustrate, it is like looking at Google Maps and zooming in on one house.
Taking phrases and verses out of context always leads to misunderstanding. For instance, taking the phrase "God is love" (1 John 4:7-16) out of its context, we might come away thinking that our God loves everything and everyone at all times with a gushing, romantic love. But in its literal and grammatical context, “love” here refers to agape love, the essence of which is sacrifice for the benefit of another, not a sentimental, romantic love. The historical context is also crucial, because John was addressing believers in the first century church and instructing them not on God’s love per se, but on how to identify true believers from false professors. True love—the sacrificial, beneficial kind—is the mark of the true believer (v. 7), those who do not love do not belong to God (v. 8), God loved us before we loved Him (vv. 9-10), and all of this is why we should love one another and thereby prove that we are His (v. 11-12). 
Furthermore, considering the phrase "God is love" in the context of all of Scripture (synthesis) will keep us from coming to the false, and all-too-common, conclusion that God is only love or that His love is greater than all His other attributes, which is simply not the case. We know from many other passages that God is also holy and righteous, faithful and trustworthy, graceful and merciful, kind and compassionate, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, and many, many other things. We also know from other passages that God not only loves, but He also hates.
The Bible is the Word of God, literally "God-breathed" (2 Timothy 3:16), and we are commanded to read, study, and understand it through the use of good Bible study methods and always with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide us (1 Corinthians 2:14). Our study is greatly enhanced by maintaining diligence in the use of context because it is quite easy to arrive at wrong conclusions by taking phrases and verses out of context. It is not difficult to point out places that seemingly contradict other portions of Scripture, but if we carefully look at their context and use the entirety of Scripture as a reference, we can understand the meaning of a passage. “Context is king” means that the context often drives the meaning of a phrase. To ignore context is to put ourselves at a tremendous disadvantage.

What about Personal Epiphanies? The Bible may speak to you personally about things unrelated to its context. For example, the passage in Isaiah 2:2 “…Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD…,” may give you a sudden intuitive realization that you should go to Israel with some friends, but this has nothing to do with its context and proper Biblical interpretation or application. This may simply be an epiphany from God to you personally, that might need further confirmation from Him before you act upon it.

An exercise -  literal versus symbolic:  To give you an idea of how difficult our challenge will be to properly interpret the book of Revelation, complete the following exercises:
1. Identify the following underlined words as literal (L), symbolic (S), both (B), or uncertain (U) and explain why, (hint: Plato used the classic Greek word seismos (earthquake) to describe disturbances, disorders or commotions):
Identify





            Explain:


    Earthquakes destroy buildings     ______________________________________________________

    Sun became blackened 
  
    ______________________________________________________

    Moon became like blood 
          ______________________________________________________


    Stars fall to the earth   
 ​​​
    ______________________________________________________

    Sky receded like a scroll 
          ______________________________________________________


    Mountains moved out of place     _______________________________________________________

    Islands moved out of place
         _______________________________________________________
2.  
Assign symbolic / literal meanings to the following bolded italicized words in Rev. 6:12-14:

· Earthquake  (Grk: seismos) (  (see Matt. 8:24  seismos= tempest)_______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
· Sun, Moon, & Stars  (  (see Gen. 37:9-10)_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​What do stars symbolize in Job 38:7 and Rev. 1:20?   ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​What is the “host of heaven” in Deu 4:19, 2 Kin 17:16, 1 Kin 22:19  ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do demons desire to be worshiped? (1 Cor 10:19-21) __________________________________________

Do angels desire to be worshiped? (Rev. 22:8-9) ______________________________________________

Extra Credit: What is the Scriptural difference, if any, between demons and angels (provide verses)?_____

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
· Sky / Air
(Grk: ouranos / aer)  (  Eph. 2:2, Acts 22:23, Rev. 16:17______________________________
​_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do birds fly in the ouranos (Luk. 10:18; Matt. 8:20; 13:32) and in the aer (Eph. 2:2)?_Yes____________

How many heavens (ouranos) exist according to 2 Cor. 12:2?_three______________________________

Can Satan literally exist in both the ouranos and the aer? ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_Yes – Luk 10:18 and Eph. 2:2____________

What does the above tell us about the Bibles use of the words sky and air?_________________________

​_____________________________________________________________________________________
· Mountains   (  Isa. 2:2; 14:13-14; Dan. 2:35________________________________________________
Revelation – Interpretive Approach
There are four basic approaches when interpreting Revelation. In order to avoid confusion we should briefly examine each of these four approaches and then pick the approach that is most consistent with the literal method of interpretation just examined. 

When interpreting Revelation it requires special consideration since it is full of symbols and has hundreds of Old Testament allusions and idioms, many of them camouflaged. Without the symbols and idioms accurately defined and without a basic understanding the Old Testament one can easily get lost when studying Revelation. So, a proper interpretative approach to Revelation is extremely important. If you are using Dr. John F. Walvoord’s commentary on Revelation, do not simply skim, but carefully study the preface and introduction. There, Dr. Walvoord gives a brief historical background for each interpretive approach. Below is a summary of the four basic interpretive approaches identified in Dr. Walvoord’s book with my personal comments.  
(1) Non-lilteral or Allegorical Approach: Also known as the “Idealist” approach this view spiritualizes words and passages by looking for deeper meanings expressing spiritual truths rather than fulfilling specific historical events. For example, the Idealist might interpret the Red Dragon in Rev. 12:3 as symbolic of man’s evil nature; or symbolic of evil rulers that appear in each generation; or symbolic of satanic cancerous red blood cells that destroy people’s bodies. This interpretative approach depends on the whims of the interpreter. The interpreter becomes the final authority as to the meaning of words, rather than letting scripture present each word in its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning; rather than allowing Scripture to define figurative and symbolic language. 
(2) Preterist Approach: Basically, this increasingly popular view (in the early 21st Century as popularized by Gary Demar book Last Day’s Madness, and as espoused in Hank Hannegraf’s book The Apocalypse Code) sees Revelation 1-19 as mostly fulfilled by 70 AD with the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by Roman General Titus and his Roman legions. 
Those who hold this view claim to use the literal method of interpretation. They claim that Revelation had to be written before 70 AD when Jerusalem was destroyed in fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy in Matt. 24:34 that “this generation shall not pass away until all these things take place.” It is claimed by this view that Revelation was written primarily for first century Christians to help them through terrible times. Dr. Walvoord writes “In general, adherents of this point of view hold that the book of Revelation is a record of the conflicts of the early church with Judaism and paganism, with the closing chapters (20-22) constituting a picture of the contemporary triumph of the Church.” A major weakness of this view, the Achilles tendon, is that the majority of scholars hold that Revelation was not written before 70 AD, but in the 90’s AD at least twenty years after the Temple was destroyed. Preterism loses its punch if Revelation was written after the destruction of the Temple. Arguments in favor of John writing Revelation after the destruction of the Temple are found in testimonies by the early church fathers. For example, John Hippolytus (2nd Century theologian) who claimed that John was plunged into boiling oil before John was exiled to Patmos; Irenaeus (2nd Century; student of Polycarp, who was a student of Apostle John); Clement (Contemporary of Apostle John); and Eusebius (3rd Century, father of early Christian history) all claim that after Domitian died, John left Patmos and returned to Ephesus, went to the churches, appointed leaders, and set things in order.
(3) Historical Approach: This view presents the events of Revelation as continually in the process of fulfillment starting in the first century and continuing throughout history until the second coming of Jesus. Also called the historicist or continuous-historical approach, this approach tends to identify current figures or events of history at any given time as fulfilling various aspects of the Revelation record. For example, Caesar Nero was considered the Beast of Revelation 13 in 64 BC. Then during the Reformation the Pope and the papacy were identified as the two beasts in Revelation 13. In the 20th Century, attempts were made to identify current world leaders as those same two beasts, whether the Pope or Hitler, or the Pope and Ronald Wilson Reagan. The historicist view hopes to glean practical application through what has already taken place serving as examples to believers in the future. This approach ends up becoming an accumulation of interpretations down through the centuries. Dr. Walvoord writes: “Adherents to this theory consider Revelation as a symbolic presentation of the total of church history culminating in the Second Advent…. Dr. Walvood goes on to write “…with its many conflicting theories [it] result[s] in the opinion that the book is impossible of plain exposition.” He adds “…the very multiplicity of such interpretations and identifications of the personnel of Revelation with the variety of historical characters is its own refutation.” 
(4) Futurist Approach: This view regards Revelation as futuristic beginning with chapter four and is therefore subject only to future fulfillment. The messages to the churches listed in Rev. 2-3 in John’s day are also futuristic. In contrast to the other three approaches, this position allows for a more literal interpretation of the specific prophecies of the book. It is the most literal of the four approaches. “Spiritualizing” of passages is frowned upon and kept to a bare minimum. This approach establishes scripture as the final authority as to the meaning of words, letting scripture present each word in its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning; letting scripture define figurative and symbolic words for the reader. The reader is subject to the laws of grammar, to historical considerations, and to scriptural definitions of symbolic and figurative language. For example, the Dragon in Rev. 12:3 is symbolic of Satan as defined by Rev. 12:9 “the great dragon was hurled down---that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan…,” not cancerous red blood cells. 
This course will employ the futurist approach when interpreting Revelation. Beware, however! There may be temptations to inconsistently apply the futurist interpretive approach to past historical events. For example, some futurist expositors apply the opening of the first four seals (four horsemen of the Apocalypse) of the seven seal scroll to events that have already transpired in history—the rider of the white horse going “forth conquering and to conquer,” the rider of the red horse “taking peace from the earth,” the rider of the black horse bringing inflation, and the rider of the pale horse bringing “hunger and death.” Even though these things have all occurred in the past to one degree or another, the four horsemen and their tidings of destruction all belong to the future seven year Tribulation. 
The Millennial Controversy:  There is a controversy among Bible teachers whether the 1,000 years in Revelation 20:4 should be interpreted literally or allegorically. Let’s take a look at the verse, as follows: Rev 20:4 NKJV …And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. There are basically three interpretations regarding the thousand year reign of Christ. 

(1) A-millennial meaning “no” millennium: Generally, this view teaches the thousand years is to be interpreted allegorically, to mean a “long period of time,” not a literal thousand year future reign of Christ. They teach that after Jesus’ ascension, He began His reign for a “long period of time.” In essence, the millennium is “realized” allegorically in that Jesus rules over the hearts of men. Satan is seen as bound by a long chain (Rev. 20:2) restrained by God until Jesus comes back. During this period Christ’s kingdom consists of His rule over the hearts of men who accept Him, His kingdom will continue to be in conflict and co-exist side by side with Satan’s kingdom until His second coming. In the meantime evil will grow worse. At His second coming there is no Rapture, but there will be a general resurrection and judgment of the righteous and the wicked. 
(2) Post-millennial meaning “after” millennium: This view also teaches the thousand years is to be interpreted allegorically as a “long period of time.” This view differs from A-millennialism in that it teaches that Jesus will come back only after the church has converted the majority of the world to Christ and ushers in worldwide peace for an allegorical thousand years. This view holds that Christ not only rules over the hearts of men, but that He wants to rule over the world’s political, economic, and religious systems through the Church. Christ will come back only after the gospel has been preached to the entire world and the world will have experienced righteousness and prosperity for an extended period of time. There is no Rapture.
(3) Pre-millennial meaning “before” millennium: This view teaches the thousand years is to be interpreted literally, that Jesus will return before the millennium physically to confront Satan at Armageddon at the end of the seven year Tribulation, have him bound for a thousand years, and then reign over the world from Jerusalem for a literal thousand years. In this view, some teach that the Rapture occurs before the start of the seven year Tribulation (Pre-Trib), others in the middle (Mid-Trib), and still others after the Tribulation (Post-Trib). Still others teach that the Rapture occurs before God’s wrath begins (Pre-Wrath) towards the end of the Tribulation, between the middle and the end of the Tribulation.
From Genesis to Revelation – The BIG Picture
Many are attracted to the book of Revelation for a number of reasons, including it’s major prophetic themes involving a number of prophecies that will significantly impact the world just before Jesus returns to earth, including the: 

· status of Israel as a nation, secure and safe in their own land (Rev. 12)
· status of Jerusalem and it’s coming Temple (Rev. 11:1-2)
· rebuilding of Babylon only to be destroyed by God (Rev. 18, Isa. 13:5-10, Jer. 51:1-8)

· rise of nations east of the Euphrates that will invade Israel (Kings of the East–Rev. 16:12)

· rise of the ancient Roman Super-state (Revived Rome–Rev. 13:1-2, Dan. 7:23-27,  9:26-27)

· rise of a global government headed up by ten world leaders or kings (Rev. 13:4-7)

· rise of a religion that is to consume the world (Rev. 13:8, 11-18)

· rise of the occult (Rev. 17)
These themes generate excitement among Christians. However, many Christians do not understand the foundation upon which these major prophetic themes are built. It is our major goal to understand how Revelation fits into the big picture of God’s Word and how that impacts our lives. 
Revelation and the Unfolding Story of Redemption: Revelation is not a book unto itself. It is the crowning glory of the Bible—presenting God’s ultimate glory and His plan to redeem planet earth and establish His kingdom on earth. One may ask, isn’t God’s kingdom already established over all others, including Satan’s kingdom, that He is reigning over the hearts of men by way of Jesus’ redemptive victory over Satan on the cross? Not so fast! It is true that the Bible is a story about God’s redemption. God’s redemption not only includes the redemption of man from the claws of sin and death, but it is also a story of God’s redemption of planet earth, taking it back from the usurper who illegally seized and took control of what did not rightfully belong to him. The Bible is basically a prophetic book that speaks of God’s sovereign plan to redeem man, the earth, and all of creation from the clutches of the evil one, that Serpent, Satan, the Devil (Rev. 12:9). How so? Let’s take a look!

The Bible can be divided into three parts, namely: 

Part 1 
- 
Genesis 1-11

Part 2 
- 
Genesis 12 - Revelation 20

Part 3 
- 
Revelation 21-22

Part 1 opens with everything perfect, under control and God in charge (Gen. 1:31). God points out in Genesis 1 after His creation of the heavens and earth that everything was “very good.” However, it was “very good” for only a short time, since Adam and Eve rebelled almost immediately (Gen. 3). God had created the first man and first woman with almost limitless potential; but they blew it when they heeded God’s adversary the Devil, and rebelled (Gen. 3). With this rebellion, they forfeited their right to take dominion, and rule and reign over the kingdoms of the world. Instead, God’s adversary, the Devil, gained control and became the prince of this world (John 12:31). The Bible calls God’s adversary the Serpent, Satan, the Devil (Rev. 12:9). The Serpent convinced Eve and Adam to follow him. They did so and that’s when all dominion was taken from them and given to the Serpent. As punishment for his part in this crime, God made the following declaration against the Serpent, Satan: 
Genesis 3:15 NKJV And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."

We can break this verse down as follows: Gen 3:15 NKJV "And I will put enmity Between you Serpent and the woman Eve (also Israel), And between your seed Satan’s spiritual children, those who follow him and her Seed God’s spiritual children, those who follow His Son Jesus; He the Seed, Jesus and His followers shall bruise your Satan’s head, And you Satan shall bruise His Jesus heel.""
The Genesis 3:15 prophecy is fulfilled throughout history in the following three ways: 

(1) Satan’s attempt to destroy Eve’s children (e.g., Cain murders Abel); this includes Satan’s efforts down through history to destroy Israel and the Jews, the descendants of the woman, Eve. 
(2) The long war waged between Satan’s spiritual children and God’s spiritual children (all believers) throughout the centuries (Gen. 12 – Rev. 20) culminates with a great battle between Satan and his angels and Michael and his angels, ending with Satan’s defeat (Rom. 16:20, Rev. 20:1-3), and God’s kingdom established on earth (Rev. 11:15). 

(3) Satan appears to have the upper hand when he bruises Jesus’ heel at the cross; but then Jesus defeats Satan, by rising from the dead and returning to crush Satan’s head at His triumphant return (Rev. 19:11-21). 
Part 2 covers Genesis 12 through Revelation 20, which presents God’s plan concerning His coming kingdom and His ultimate liberation of man from the clutches of Satan and his kingdom of darkness and death. The Seed of the woman is a veiled reference of our coming Redeemer (Jesus) who, despite being bruised in His heel (His crucifixion), rises from the dead, and then fatally crushes the head of the serpent at His second coming. As we will learn, the woman who gives birth to the victorious Seed symbolizes Israel. 
Genesis 12 through Revelation 20 provides a picture of spiritual warfare that exists in this world, and in which we now participate. In light of this conflict and spiritual warfare, Part 2 provides much practical help for believers on how to overcome sin, the flesh, and the devil. This spiritual warfare and conflict will crescendo into a “great conflict” described in the book of Revelation. It will reach a climax when Satan’s kingdom is replaced by God’s kingdom at the second coming of Jesus (Rev. 11:15; 19:11-21). This “great conflict” is presented in panoramic form in Revelation 12, which we will examine in a moment.  
Part 3 concerns God’s creation of a new heavens and new earth following the thousand year reign of Jesus on earth from Jerusalem as described in Revelation 21-22. Part 2’s focus is the renovation of planet earth at Jesus’ second coming. Part 3’s focus is the complete replacement of planet earth by the creation of a new earth. 
Revelation 12 summarizes the long conflict between God and Satan over Israel, the Jew, Gentile believers and God’s coming kingdom. Revelation 12 describes this coming conflict with the use of many symbols.  In order to get a feel for the big picture of God’s Word concerning this coming “great conflict” we need to take a look at this important chapter. 

Revelation 12 and the Big Picture
The capstone verse of Revelation can be found in Revelation 11:15. This verse highlights the promise that the kingdoms of this world (as ruled by Satan) will be redeemed and replaced by Christ’s kingdom with the sounding of the seventh trumpet, as follows: Rev 11:15 NKJV …And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" The details of this verse’s fulfillment are revealed in Revelation 19:11 NKJV Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. {12} His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. {13} He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. {14} And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. {15} Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. {16} And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. As we shall see, the reason for this “great conflict” with the nations centers on God’s promise to Abraham and his descendants to give Israel a specific piece of LAND as an eternal possession, to make Israel into a great NATION, and to BLESS all the families of the earth through Israel. LAND, NATION, and BLESSING make up three major aspects of the Abrahamic Covenant. God’s dealing with Israel is the focus of Revelation 12. 

In Revelation 12 we find five of the eight major personages in Revelation, as follows: 

1. Woman - Rev 12:1

2. Dragon - Rev 12:3

3. Man-child - Rev 12:5

4. Michael and his angels - Rev 12:7 

5. Offspring of the Woman - Rev 12:17 

The Woman: Rev. 12:1 NKJV  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. The Woman symbolizes Israel. We get this from the best commentary ever written, the Bible itself. How the woman symbolizes Israel is revealed in Gen. 37:9-10 through a dream given to Joseph. The “Woman” is the centerpiece of God’s plans in dealing with a rebellious world.
The Dragon: Rev. 12:3 NKJV  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. The dragon symbolizes Satan as defined for us in Rev. 12:9 NKJV So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  Satan is the “Woman’s” primary antagonist throughout history.
The Male-Child: Rev 12:5 NKJV  She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. The Man-child is identified in scripture by association with the rod of iron (scepter). Gen 49:10 NIV "The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he [Shiloh] comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his." Further clarification of the Man-child’s identity is given to us in Psa 2:9 NIV "You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery."" The coup de graus of scriptures as to the Man-child’s identity is Rev. 19:15 NKJV  Now out of His Jesus’ mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron…."  The “Male-Child” is the hero who delivers the “Woman” from the Dragon, Satan.
Michael and his Angels: Rev 12:7 NKJV And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought…,  Here, symbolism is not used since it plainly identifies Michael and his angels; they carry out God’s orders to overthrow Satan and his angels.
The Offspring of the Woman: Rev 12:17 NKJV And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring KJV = the remnant of her seed, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. If the woman is Israel, then the remnant of the woman would be Gentile believers of the Tribulation. Rev. 7 tells us who these are. They are the “great multitude” of Rev 7:9 NKJV  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,
Israel, the Epicenter of Heavenly Warfare: Now that we know who the major personages are in chapter 12, let’s read through the chapter to capture the story. Remember that the events of Revelation 12 take place in the future. However, the first five verses of Revelation 12 set the stage for the remainder of the chapter by providing a flashback to the past conflict between Satan, the Woman (Israel), and the Seed (Male Child, or Jesus).  
A Flashback: Rev. 12:1 NKJV  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. That would be Israel. {2} Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. That would be the male-child, Jesus. {3} And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. That would be Satan and his power over the kingdoms of this world. {4} His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. The stars are angels as indicated in Rev. 1:20 and in Job 38:7. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. This is a symbolic picture of Satan wanting to destroy the male child. {5} She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. After Jesus was born He was crucified and God caught Him up to His throne. These first five verses are a flashback of events already fulfilled. Jesus is currently sitting at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55-56). The first five verses set the stage for the rest of chapter 12, which are still yet to take place in the future. 
The Future: 6} Then the woman Israel fled into the wilderness this takes place during the future Tribulation period, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.. She needed protection from Satan for 1,260 days, or 3½ years. This is the last half of the Tribulation. {7} And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, {8} but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. Satan and his angels were finally kicked out of heaven. This war is still yet future and will take place before the final 3½ years of the Tribulation. It appears that Jesus alludes to this war when He speaks of “heavenly bodies being shaken” in Luke 21:25 NKJV "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; {26} "men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. The “powers of heaven” may be taken literally, but they are also symbolic of angels and unseen supernatural powers (Eph. 6:12). They are “shaken,” possibly a reference to the war between the angelic forces of Satan and Michael. 
Rev. 12:9 NKJV  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Satan and his angels are most likely cast down to earth half-way through the seven year Tribulation period. …{13} Now when the dragon Satan saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman Israel who gave birth to the male Child Jesus. {14} But the woman Israel was given two wings of a great eagle, and no the eagle isn’t symbolic of the U. S. but is symbolic of God’s rescue of the Jews, just as He had done in Exodus 19:4 when He rescued them from Pharaoh and the Egyptians…, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. Jesus had warned the Jews that when they see the Temple defiled to flee to the mountains or the wilderness in Matt 24:15 NKJV "Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him understand), {16} "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
Rev. 12:15 NKJV  So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. {16} But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. God will supernaturally protect Israel from Satan while they are in the wilderness just as He did in the past when Israel fled from Pharaoh and Egypt. {17} And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring that would be other believers in Christ--, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 12 reveals Israel and the Jews as the center-piece of Satan’s attack. Those who ignore this fact will have great difficulty understanding the book of Revelation. Satan hates Jesus, Israel and the Jew. Yes, Satan hates the Church too. But, he hates the Jews even more! This hatred can be traced back to Genesis 3:15 when God told the Serpent “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed and her Seed.” This enmity between Satan and Eve continued with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants, the Jews. Why? We find the answer to that question in the Abrahamic Covenant, the granddaddy of all the covenants when it comes to God future plans for the nation of Israel.
The Abrahamic Covenant
The Abrahamic Covenant: Satan’s hatred for Israel can be traced all the way back to an unconditional promise that God made to Abraham, the father of Israel and the Jews. In fact, the foundation of Revelation centers upon the promises that God made to Abraham beginning in Genesis 12:1-3 and expounded upon throughout Genesis. The birth of the Abrahamic Covenant begins in Genesis 12 and describes the coming kingdom of God that will one day replace Satan’s dominion over the earth. The covenant can be broken down into three parts, as follows:
Gen 12:1 NKJV Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to a Land that I will show you. {2} I will make you a great Nation, [a) I will bless you, b) make your name great; and c) you shall be a blessing.] {3} [I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you;] and in you all the families of the earth shall be Blessed."

(1) Three Aspects Affecting ISRAEL & the Nations (v. 1-3 land, nation, blessing)
(2) Three Personal Promises to Abraham (v. 2)
(3) One Promise Challenging the Nations (v. 3a)
The birth of the Abrahamic Covenant is found in Genesis 12:1-3 and is the centerpiece for Part 2 of the Bible, i.e., Gen. 12 – Rev. 20. Genesis 12:1-3 lays the foundation for the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth. Notice that with the fulfillment of Gen. 12:3 that “all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” This is God’s ultimate goal. But, the fullness of this BLESSING does not materialize without God’s promise to establish Israel in the LAND as a great NATION to be perpetually and forever fulfilled. This becomes the essence of the kingdom promise made by God. [1]
Thy Kingdom Come: God is very clear throughout scripture concerning the nature of His coming kingdom as promised to Abraham in which “all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Let’s examine a few of them, as follows:

1. God’s Reign is Uncontested (Isa 9:6-7, Rev. 11:15)

2. His subjects freely submit to Him (Jer. 31:34, Isa. 2:2-3)

3. No more war (Isa. 2:4)

4. Nature is in balance and at peace (Isa. 11:6-7)

In addition to the Abrahamic Covenant, the “granddaddy” of the covenants, the Bible concerns itself with three other major covenants of prophetic significance concerning the coming Kingdom, as follows: the Mosaic (Old) Covenant, the New Covenant, and the Davidic Covenant. The New and Davidic covenants are born out of the Abrahamic Covenant. Of course, there are other biblical covenants, but our concern in our study of Revelation will be primarily these covenants. In the next section, we shall briefly examine these four great covenants in light of the Doctrine of Israel.
-----------------------------------------------------------------

[1]   Important: As are all unconditional covenants, the Abrahamic Covenant is based on faith, ratified with a blood sacrifice as described in Genesis 15:6-21. In Genesis 17, God commanded that Abraham and all his male descendants be circumcised. Hebrew (a.k.a. Jewish) parents were required by God to identify their male children with the promises to Abraham by having them circumcised. After their baby became a man, he had to believe God just as Abraham did (Gen. 15:6). Afterall, the only way to please God is by faith (Heb. 11:6). Circumcision is like wearing a badge, an outward sign of separation unto the covenant of promise. Circumcision became a major sticking point regarding salvation in the early church (Acts 15:1). But, Paul points out that Abraham’s faith came before his circumcision (Rom. 4:9-10), not after. Therefore, an uncircumcised Jew was not “cut off” from salvation, but was “cut off” from national life (Gen. 17:14). The Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional in nature and is based exclusively on faith and not on works (i.e., circumcision) (Read Appendix A – Abrahamic Covenant by Renald Showers). 

The Doctrine of Israel - Israelology
Abrahamic, Old, New and Davidic Covenants: A primary goal this semester for the book of Revelation is to master an understanding of Israel’s place not only in a historical setting, but in God’s overall plan. Revelation cannot be fully understood without knowing where Israel fits into God’s overall plan. This branch of Biblical theology is called the Doctrine of Israel, or Israelology. There are many branches of Biblical theology. For example, Doctrine (1) of the Bible, (2) of God, (3) of Christ, (4) of Holy Spirit, (5) of Angels, Satan, and Demons (6) of Sin and Man, (7) of Salvation, (8) of the Church, (9) and of Last Things. But, the Doctrine of Israel is not found in most theological books. Without an understanding of the Doctrine of Israel Revelation will be difficult to understand. 

Four OT Covenants: Four Old Testament (OT) covenants are crucial when studying the Doctrine of Israel. They are (1) Abrahamic Covenant, (2) Old Covenant (a.k.a. Mosaic Covenant), (3) New Covenant, and (4) Davidic Covenant. First, we will summarize the Abrahamic and Old Covenants. OT prophecies are best understood in light of the goals of the Abrahamic Covenant versus those of the Old Covenant, as follows: 

· The Abrahamic Covenant goals are best remembered by three words LAND, NATION, BLESSING. God unconditionally promises Abraham (1) LAND as an everlasting possession to His descendants (Gen. 12:1; 13:14-15; 15; 17:8, 48:3-4), (2) to make His descendants into a great NATION forever (Gen. 12:2, 15:5, 18:18, Jer. 31:35-36), (3) to BLESS all the families of planet earth through Abraham’s Seed (Gen. 12:3, 22:16-18, Gal. 3:16-18). This covenant demonstrates God’s sovereignty and grace (Gal. 3:18) to Israel and the nations. Revelation points to the promises found in the Abrahamic Covenant and it’s fulfillment in dramatic fashion through God’s deliverance of Israel and the Jews from Satan’s destruction (Rev. 12:14-17), the deliverance of the 144,000 Jews (Rev. 7, 14), and the coming of Jesus to establish His kingdom upon the earth to bring blessing upon the families of the earth (Rev. 11:15, 20:4).  The Abrahamic Covenant is the backbone of Biblical prophecy and the “Doctrine of Israel.”
· The Old Covenant, a.k.a. Mosaic Covenant (Exo. 19:5-6) goals can best be remembered by the phrase CHOOSE BLESSINGS or CURSES (Deu. 30:19). About 600 years after Abraham and 400 years after the start of the Egyptian bondage (Gen. 15:13, Gal. 3:17), God made a conditional covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai as described in Exodus (Exo. 19-24) and Leviticus (Lev. 26) in 1446 BC. Forty years later, this covenant was repeated to the second generation of Israelites just east of the Jordan River (Deu. 27-30) and later confirmed by them at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim after they crossed the Jordan under the leadership of Joshua (Joshua 8:30-35). The Old Covenant (Mosaic) became the Law that Israel was to follow in order to be BLESSED. If they did not follow the Law, they would be CURSED by God. This covenant demonstrates the curse the Law brings when man fails to choose to obey (Gal. 3:10-14). Israel was disobedient and was thus cursed by God. Israel will continue to be cursed until, as a nation, they call out to Jesus for His deliverance. When they do, Jesus will come and fulfill God’s promise to make Israel secure in their land as a great nation, and all the families of the earth blessed in the process.
An Apparent Contradiction: God accomplishes what appears to be contradictory goals in these two covenants: First, in light of Abraham’s faith the Abrahamic Covenant unconditionally promises to bless Abraham’s descendants with the land forever, to make Israel into a great nation, and to bless all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:1-3); then, at the same time, the Mosaic (Old) Covenant gives Israel a choice to be blessed through works of obedience or to be cursed through works of disobedience (Deu. 28-30, Lev. 26). An apparent contradiction surfaces with the word “bless.” It seems that Israel is “blessed” in the long run whether they are obedient or not. While it is true that Israel will be blessed in the long term through the Abrahamic Covenant as they turn to God in faith, it is also true that in the short term Israel can experience curses while under the Mosaic (Old) Covenant through works of disobedience. There is no contradiction when considering the time factor and understanding the difference between rewards of inheritance based on works and the gift of salvation based on faith. If Israel chooses works of obedience while under the Mosaic (Old) Covenant they will remain a blessed nation receiving the land as a reward of inheritance while waiting for their Messiah to come. On the other hand, if Israel chooses works of disobedience, not only will they be cursed by God, but while under the curse of the Mosaic (Old) Covenant, they will not realize the future blessings provided for under the Abrahamic Covenant including the “entire” promised land living in peace and security, a great nation, nor will all the families on earth blessed. That raises another question: will Israel and the nations ever experience the eternal blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant? Yes, after Israel repents as a nation and confess their sins as a nation, and after they accept Jesus as their Messiah by faith (Matt. 23:39, Rom. 11:25-29). At the same time, Gentile nations need to recognize that God is the LORD. Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant is not conditioned upon works of obedience! It is unilaterally and unconditionally fulfilled by God Himself through faith. 
OT Curses Activated: History shows that as soon as Israel began to leave the shelter of God’s blessings and wander into the storm of God’s curses, God sent His (OT) prophets to call Israel and Judah back to obedience that they may continue to receive God’s blessings. If they refused to enter back into the shelter of God’s blessings through obedience, God promised to continue to curse Israel even to the point of “vomiting” them out of the land (Lev. 20:22), even while He continued to plan for their eventual salvation as a nation as promised to Abraham. 
Over time, Israel increasingly chose disobedience over obedience and as a result increasingly fell under God’s curse including being driven from the land, a nation in exile. Even after a remnant of Israel came back to the land after the Babylonian exile, they remained under God’s curse without a king, a vassal state under the dictates of other nations. God gave the nation another opportunity to repent even after they rejected their Messiah Jesus (Acts 3:17-21). But, Israel refused to repent and began persecuting the newly formed church (Acts 8:1). After they rejected Jesus, their Messiah, Israel has remained under Old Covenant curses including harassment by their enemies, and the rewards of inheritance eluding them. This harassment will end only when they as a nation by faith receive Jesus as their Messiah (Matt. 23:37-39). It is only after they repent, confess their sin and accept Jesus as their Messiah by faith that the little nation of Israel will finally realize the full benefits of the Abrahamic Covenant, that is, secure in their own LAND forever, as a great NATION forever, with all families on earth BLESSED forever.

God’s Grace in Light of OT Curses: During the 20th Century only by God’s sovereign grace did He begin bringing the dispersed Jews back to the land in line with Ezekiel 37:21-22. However, Israel will continue to experience struggle over possession of the land with their enemies as long as they reject Jesus as their Messiah. Their struggle for land, peace and security will end only after they accept Jesus, the One who makes the Abrahamic Covenant promises a reality by faith (Gal. 3:16-19a, 24-25). Revelation would not be complete without the book of Daniel. Daniel indicates that Israel as a nation will indeed experience the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant including the six promises found in Daniel 9:24. However, the peace described in Daniel 9:24 will not come without first the coming of wars and desolations (Dan. 9:26). These wars will end only after a wicked world ruler confirms a covenant with Israel for seven years. It is not until the end of that seven years, also called the Tribulation, that the Abrahamic Covenant is fulfilled (Dan. 9:27). It is assumed that the seven year Tribulation coincides with the events described in Revelation 6-19, the contents of the seven-seal scroll.
In light of Israel’s failure under the Old Covenant and in light of their rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, God provided for the New Covenant. The New Covenant lays the foundation for fulfillment of Daniel 9:24 with the “restoration of the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6-7).”  This is truly God’s amazing grace at work!
​Promise of a New Covenant: God knew all along that He would be rejected. In light of Israel’s failure under the Old Covenant and in light of their rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, God made provision for a new covenant. The New Covenant is an Old Testament doctrine, not a new doctrine invented during the New Testament era. As are all covenants, the New Covenant was ratified by blood atonement (Heb 9:22), and is summarized as follows:

· The New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-37, Ezek. 36:24-38, Deu. 30:1-6) can best be remembered by three major aspects: REGATHERING, SPIRITUAL RENEWAL, and GOD’S KINGDOM ESTABLISHED. (1) God REGATHERS Israel back (Deu. 30:1-4, Eze. 36:24-38) to the land to become a great nation; (2) A SPIRITUAL RENEWAL (Deu. 30:6, Eze. 36:25-27, Jer. 31:31-34, Eze. 39:29) takes place as a result of the blessing that comes through Abraham’s Seed; (3) GOD’S KINGDOM is ESTABLISHED on earth (Ezek. 36:34-36, 37:22-28, Isa. 2:1-4, 49:6-8) to bless all the families on planet earth. The New Covenant is born out of the Abrahamic Covenant promises producing “silver linings” of consolation and hope of spiritual renewal and God’s coming Kingdom in the midst of “dark clouds” of judgment. Revelation brings all of these promises to pass. God uses the 144,000 and two witnesses in response to the Jews cry out to God for deliverance. 
Closely identified with the New Covenant is the Davidic Covenant which declares that the Son of David will reign over Israel as King and establish God’s Kingdom on earth for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4). 

· The Davidic Covenant is defined in 1 Chronicles 17:11 NKJV "And it shall be, when your (King David’s) days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. {12} "He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever. This refers to Jesus as King, not Solomon, since His kingdom will be established forever. King Solomon died. {13} "I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away from him, as I took it from him who was before you. {14} "And I will establish him in My house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established forever."' This covenant is born out of the Abrahamic Covenant, God’s promise that through Abraham’s Seed, the Son of David, “all families of the earth will be blessed.” Isaiah brings out aspects of this covenant in Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7. Revelation completes the promise in its fullness (Rev. 11:15 and 19:15-16).
We will study Revelation in light of the Doctrine of Israel and these four major biblical covenants. Our study of these four covenants presupposes the Dispensational View of Biblical theology. Dispensationalism recognizes that God works out His purposes in different ages or administrations (Eph. 3:2, 9). The Dispensational viewpoint is heavily rooted in the Literal Method of interpretation. 

